Juxtaposition and Linocut
Central Focus: Using forms of juxtaposition and/or surrealism in a linocut design to express issues, emotions, controversy, etc. 
Class Size: Unknown
Time: 1 hour 15 minutes

National Visual Arts Standards Addressed: 
VA:Cr2.1.HSII.a: Through experimentation, practice, and persistence, demonstrate acquisition of skills and knowledge in a chosen art form. 
VA:Pr4.1.HSII.a: Analyze, select, and critique personal artwork for a collection or portfolio presentation.
VA:Re.7.2HSIIIa: Determine the commonalities within a group of artists or visual images attributed to a particular type of art, timeframe, or culture.
VA:Cn10.1HSIIa: Utilize inquiry methods of observation, research, and experimentation to explore unfamiliar subjects through art-making.

Forms: 2D, 3D
Frames: Cultural, Structural, Postmodern
Conceptual Framework: Artwork, Artist, Audience, World

Learning Objectives:
1) Students will engage in a short class discussion to determine commonalities among the group of artists and artworks connected to the central focus of juxtaposition (VA:Re.7.2HSIIIa).
2) Students will experiment with printmaking materials to inquire knowledge and research on unknown materials on a test strip of material for 5 minutes (VA:Cn10.1HSIIa).
3) Students will create a 4”x4” design on linocut demonstrating their skills and persistence with the materials, focusing on the central focus of juxtaposition (VA:Cr2.1.HSIIa).
4) Students will organize and contribute to a class critique at the end of class to explain their artwork (VA:Pr4.1.HSIIA).

	Teacher Materials:
· Linocut
· Linocut tools
· Projector
· Handout
· Presentation
· Ink
· Roller
· Paper
· Paper cutter
	Student materials
· Handout
· Sketch Worksheet
· Linocut
· Linocut tools
· Pencils
· Ink
· Roller
· Paper
· Paper cutter




Artists In Context
Key Artists: Delita Martin, Sofie Tekent, Alim Smith, Maria Doyle, Xetobyte
Key Artworks: 
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Delita Martin, Sweathearts #1-4, 2014
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Alim Smith, Kalin Elisabeth “Squat and Squint“ [image: ][image: ]

	

Xetobyte, Breath, 2014
	
Maria Doyle, Untitled, 2021
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Sofie Tekent, Rob & Ellie


Instructional Strategies and Learning Tasks
	



	Launch:
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]I will include a Small get-to-know-you activity for the first 5-10 minutes of class where I will prompt students to share the personality or character of their alter ego. If they don’t have an idea for what that would be I will ask them to create one they aspire to be. 
· I will then ask students if they are familiar with linocut and juxtaposition/surrealism.
	Instructional Methods:
· Group Discussion

	Instruction:
· Teacher will review and define juxtaposition and surrealism and other vocabulary terms for the day on a presentation slide.
· Teacher will  ask questions that involve the collection of artists and their connections to one another.
· Teacher will use a presentation that includes objectives, picture of the works, instructions, discussion questions, etc.
· Students will pair up or get into small groups dependent on attendance to discuss the following questions and then share out to the class:
1) What techniques were used to produce this work (specific to Martin, Tekent, Doyle)?
2) What part of these prints are the positive space? How about negative space? (specific to Martin, Tekent, and Doyle)
3) What do you notice about the surrealist works of Xetobyte and Alim Smith? How have they incorporated juxtaposition within their pieces?
4) Pick a work of art that we’ve discussed from the 5 aritsts (Delita Martin, Alim Smith, Xetobyte, Sofie Tekent, Mari Doyle) and share how you perceive the work. What message does the artist convey? Do they convey this successfully? Why or why not?
· Teacher will show teacher example to students and do a demonstration
1) Teachers shows linoleum block and the tools, taking note about the different sizes. 
2) Teacher will demonstrate how to put tool heads into the body of the tool and how to switch out the different heads safely.
3) Teacher will create lines from each tool head to show students the sizing and depth of the marks the tools leave on the linoleum, starting with the largest head to emphasize the removal of most of the unwanted material right away. The teacher will label these according to the number on the tool head and label it on the example. 
4) After teacher demonstrates the different lines, then begin with a simple design on the block and reason the choices for the use of the different tool head sizes as they start the design
5) Teacher will inform students that the design they carve into the linoleum block will be flipped when printed onto paper. Teacher will show this through the examples of Maria Doyle and Sofie Tekent and their block examples from their Instagram pages. 
6) Teacher will do a review and explanation on positive and negative space and reliefs.
· Students will have an opportunity to think of ideas from the central focus through a brainstorming sheet provided to them by the teacher
· Students will be given a small 2”x2” block for students to practice with the tool if they so choose. 
· Students will get most of the class to create their piece (roughly 45 minutes)
· Teacher will que students around 30 minutes into their work time to show how they are going to ink their designs. Teacher will set up ink color stations where a specific color of ink, sheet glass, and ink roller are placed. Students will go to the station with the specific ink color they want to print their design in. Students will be encouraged to work together. Teacher can demonstrate the amount of ink and how to roll ink over their design. Teacher then prints teacher example on to paper and place aside to dry.
· Students can do multiple prints if other students are finishing up but will be reminded to rinse off the block in between each print. 
· Students are welcome to leave their finished prints in the room to dry if there is another session they are attending. 

	Instructional Methods:
· Group Discussion
· Think Pair Share
· Independent Students Work
· Demonstration



	Closure:
· Students will engage in a mini critique to see the finished or almost finished products of their peers. Students can explain their ideas and how they are represented within their pieces. 
· Teacher will encourage students to invest time looking at other examples of linocut if they are interested in learning more. 
	Instructional Methods:
· Group Discussion
· Think Pair Share
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*Developed and written by Liv Shouse, Art Education, Illinois State University, 2023*
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